Draft Meeting Minutes
Missouri Military Preparedness and Enhancement Commission

September 6, 2016
9:30 am

The meeting was held at the Harry S. Truman Building, 301 West High Street, Room 500, Jefferson City, MO.   
MMPEC members participating (in person or via teleconference):  Chairman Mike Dunbar, Bob Hagedorn, Stanton Thompson, Mike Sloan, Senator Will Kraus, and Representative Charlie Davis. 
Others participating (in person or via teleconference):
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WELCOME

Chair Dunbar called the meeting to order at 9:33 am and roll was called. Quorum was established with six members participating.  Introductions were made.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES

On motion by Commissioner Hagedorn, seconded by Commissioner Thompson, the following resolution was unanimously approved by those members present:

RESOLVED, the Commission hereby approves the meeting agenda as submitted.

On motion by Commissioner Hagedorn, seconded by Commissioner Thompson, the following resolution was unanimously approved by those members present:

RESOLVED, the Commission hereby approves the minutes of the MMPEC meetings held on July 14, 2016 and July 22, 2016, as submitted.

REPORTS
Chair Dunbar asked Joe Driskill for an update on the status of actions items discussed/approved at the July 14, 2016 MMPEC meeting.  Joe advised that he would like to set January 25, 2017 as Military Awareness Day at the Capitol.  
Chair Dunbar then called on Mike Dubois with Kit Bond Strategies who advised that Congress came back into session today and hopes to pass the Defense Authorization bill over the next few weeks.  He also advised they are tracking the NGA West project closely.  Joe commended Sallie Hemenway’s team for their work with the NGA project. 
Cindy Hall from Senator McCaskill’s Office advised that the Senator had visited many installations and learned a lot.  Jordan Wood from Senator Blunt’s office said the Senator is focused on the Family Military Act and Appropriations bills right now.  Chair Dunbar stated he would like to coordinate those installations visits with the Senator.  

Joe distributed the FY2015 US Army Fort Leonard Wood Sustainability Report to the group.  He advised that the Fort Leonard Wood Region was recently designated as one of the “Great American Defense Communities” by the Association of Defense Communities, nominated by the Sustainable Ozarks Partnership.   He then distributed the USA4 Military Families handout showing military friendly rankings and advised that Missouri ranks well, but has areas we can work on.  Representative Davis suggested there has been proposed legislation in the past and Joe advised has been in touch with General Martin Dempsey in the past.
Larry Kay reported on the Real ID act and advised that only a few states remain non –compliant on the requirement for state driver's licenses being accepted by the federal government for official business. Steve Johnston advised the Pentagon has become very strict.  
Joe reported on his quarterly activities noting that he’s traveled all over the state during the last quarter with various meetings in St. Joseph, St. Louis, Lexington, Webster Groves, Springfield, Joplin and Branson.  He will be at Whiteman Air Force Base coming up to make an announcement regarding education. 

NEW BUSINESS
Joe gave his Military Advocate quarterly report.  He stated the Military industry has a huge impact on Missouri but most people don’t realize it.  He advised that Missouri commissioned an economic impact study in 2012/13 to examine DOD’s contributions to Missouri’s economy.  The study pointed to the need for a well-coordinated effort aimed at improving Missouri’s ability to retain and grow the sector.  The state hired consultants to work on congressional delegation and Pentagon advocacy and coordination.   Joe then discussed regional public meetings being planned in Kansas City, St. Louis, Columbia and Springfield to gather input on three areas of focus 1) best strategies to retain/enhance installation, agencies and missions; 2) actions to better support the success of defense and national security-related businesses; and 3) increase defense and national security related R&D.  The meetings will be arranged by the Hawthorn Foundation and Chair Dunbar would like the Commissioners to attend at least one.  Commissioner Thompson questioned the format of the meetings - that will help him decide which ones he will attend.  Joe gave a better explanation of how he envisions them taking place. 
Joe distributed and discussed the pertinent legislation that passed into law during the last legislative session and thanked the legislators on the Commission for their continued support.
Larry Kay discussed their new Missouri Benefits and Resource Guide for Veterans and Military and is looking forward to working more closely with the Commission in the future.  He then gave a background on the Missouri Veterans Commission.
ADJOURNMENT
Having no further business on the agenda, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 pm.
